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"Ict us first apeak of the
plays of Dion They

were the rage of New York as long
ago as 1850, when that gifted

In Laura The-
atre his play of the 'The

This was after the
first of Harriet
Stowe's 'Undo Tom's Cabin.'
About 1S67 Daly wrote and

a play of his own called
"Under the In this play was
the effect a rail-
road and this was the first

.scene of that kind ever enacted on
New York stage, so far ns the
show. Dion play 'The
Streets of New York' was another

of that This
play was acted In London under the
title of 'The Poor of

"'Tho also br Mr.
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then at and
street, in 1S7S, and ran for

ever two nights. It has been
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more money than any other play ever
acted In New York for tho same num
ber of and at a similar
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Union whero It ran
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J. 11. John
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other famous . of the Union
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Chestnut Street Theatre, In 1879. the
play entitled 'Tho Galley Slave.' This
play was afterward done nt Haverley's
Theatre, at Fourteenth street and
Sixth avenue, New York, for the sea-Fo- n,

and In the cast were such well
known players of those days as Maud
Grander, Utility Rlgl, Frank Evans
onu Junius Knitus Booth. Then came
tho same author's Htory of tho old
South, called 'Tho White Slave.' This
Play had tho famous boat raco scene
on tho Mississippi River between the
Belle Creolo and tho Natchez. 'The
White Slave' was flrst acted In tho

I
'

m
SPECIMENS ram
THE RAINBOW OIRIS',

Fourteenth Street Theatre In April,
1SS2, and In the cast wero Georgia Cay- -
van, Gus Lcvick and William J. Scan- -
Ion, who afterward became the fa
mous Irish comedian and singer. Marie
Bates, who Is now and has been for
many years with David Warflcld, was
in the cast, and sho Is the only sur
vlvor of the original company, Edith
Klngdon, now tho wlfo of George J,
Gould, was the Lotty Leo In the first
road company of 'The White Slavo,'
while Jeffrey Lewis was the first
A'oiirc. Tho hold which Tho White
Slave' has on tho public Is evidenced
by the fact that It Is still being played
throughout America, and has been
acted throughout the United States
and Canada no less than 30,000 times.
Probably this is a record equalled by
no other play with the exception of
'Uncle Tom's Cabin.'

"It was In 'The White Slave,' by tho
way, that my father wrote his famous
bombastic lino: 'Raga are royal raiment
when worn for Virtue's sake.' I re-

member tny father telling me that
when ho wrote It he thoo'ght It was too
bombastic, and struck It out from the
original manuscript, but put It back
at the last moment. That line is now
carved on the granite shaft which
marks the resting place of Bartley
Campbell lnvhls native city of Pitts
burg.. It has been made of undying
fame by Its constant use a? .ho feasts
of the Gridiron Club In Washington,
and is the favorite quotation when
anybody wanta to be witty and make
fun of melodrama.

"During all this tlmo when melo.
drama, was having Its voguo In tho
flrst class theatres of America, these
same successes of Wallack', tho Union
Squars and tho Fourteenth Street
theatres wero being rcproJuccd In
Boston at tho famous lloston Theatre
by Eugeno Tompkins, in fact. 'The
Silver King,' 'Youth, 'In tho Hank,
'Tho Soudan,' 'The lights u London'
and 'Romany Rye' nil hnd Iomr runs
at the Boston Theatre ond wero toured
throughout Xcw England by the road
organizations which operated from
that renowned playhouse, And speak
ing of 'Romany Kyc.' which wa by.
George R. Sims, tho 'tag' of that play
la ever quoted by wags:
Never bImM I forget tho night we
pent with Gcrty Hecltctt and tho

Romany Rye.'
"Just about this Urn' David Belasco

was beginning to loom up out of tho
Western sun. In Pan Francisco ho
produced a melodrama under the title
of 'Tho' Strangers of J'arK' lie
brought this to Now jork, where It
was presented at the New'Turk Thea
tre, later known as the Hcrajd Square,
while Augustin Daly otiout this time
transferred from tho Drury Lano The-
atre In London such melodramas by
Cecil Italctgh as 'Tho Great Ruby and
others.

'Digressing for a few moments: I
recall E. S. Wlllard ns linking his
flrst distinct hit by playing the Spider
In 'Tho Silver King.' Mr. Wllliinl was
tho Hrst of tho polished
villains. of the stage. Ho wore a silk
hat nnd a monocle it ml Mnoktd .1

cigarette. It was also in this play
at Wallark's Hint Herbert Kelcey, so
recently deceased, appeared. At about
the tlmo that David Hel.'sco was pro-
ducing 'The Stranglers of rarls' Bart-le- y

Campbell was producing In J 882

at the California Theatre In Ban
Francisco his Russian play 'Siberia.'
This he brought down to Haverley's
Theatre, New York, In the spring of
1883, which was about two years after
the. first perfornianco In America of
VlctorienSardou's Russian melodrama
'The Exiles,' which was played nt tho
Edwin Booth Theatre, which stood at
the corner of Twenty-thir- d street and
Fifth avenue.

THOMAS AND THE BAR&YXOBES

Augustus Thomas's latest play. "The
Copperhead," In which Lionel Barry
more gives his remarkable lmiersona
tlon of tho tltlo rolo at the Shubert
Theatre, emphasizes a relation be-

tween playwright nnd a distinguished
family of actors piobably without par
allcl in the history of the American
stage. The father of Kthel, Lionel nnd
John Barrymore was Maurice Barry-mor- e,

prominent at tho tlmo Augustus
Thomas was Just beginning to write
for the theatre.

The first play In which the father was
individually featured was "The Bur-
glar," by Augustus Thomas, a dram-
atization of a short story by Frances
Hodgson Burnett. The first play In
which Maurice Barrymore was starred
was "Reckless Temple," by the same
playwright. The flrst play in which
Lionel Barrymore was starred was
"The Other Girl," by tho present dean
of American dramatists, whose latest
work, "The Copperhead," provides an
acting opportunity Illumined by tho
flash of the Barrymore genius.

John Barrymoro said to Augustus
Thomas on tho' memorablo flrst night
at the Shubcrt that his brother Lionel
Is unlike any other actor he ever saw.
"Ho seems to check Ills personality
like nn overcoat whenever ho goes into
a part." And to none Is this borne In
more clearly than to those who at-
tempt to have a word with tho nctor
during a performance of "Tho Copper-
head." It Is MUt Hhauks speaking, If
at all, for ho lives the purt until tho
end of tho final great tccno.

Afterward Mr. Barrymore Is ono of
tho plensantcst of stage folk, even if
ho Is Inclined to say very little about
himself. A remark of his that la char-
acteristic la something like this: "It
Is a great play and a great part, and
I am glad that everybody likes me In
it, that is, if they do." That "if they
do" is the modest parenthesis that col- -
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AMERICAN ACE

BROOKLYN PLAYS.
"The Man Who Came Back,"

Bckert Goodman's dramaJules on a story by John Flem-
ing Wilson, will be the attraction
at .the Majestic Theatre this
week. , Henry Hull heads the
cast.

ors all the conversation of an actor
who gives ono of tho great perform-
ances of tho year.
, Mention of tho Ilarrymoro and
Thomas relation In play writing and
acting that lias been handed on from
father to son recalled to Lionel Barry-moro- 's

recollection another Item of In-

terest In that curious history. When
tho three children, Kthel, John and
Lionel, wero youngsters seven or eight
years old they were invited to a din-
ner party down on the water's edge
at ono of thoso quaint hotels that tiro
no more. Augustus Thomas had Just
written "Alabama."

Tom Patten, who Is now the post-
master of New York, was there, with
E. J. Henley, Augustus Thomas, Mau-ric- o

Barrymoro und Georgle Drew
Barrymore; tho mother of tho thrco
youngsters. Lionel Ilarrymoro remem-
bers distinctly tho gayety of tho event
and that Augustus Thomas was show-
ing tho architect's plans of his house
that was to bo built out of the pro-
ceeds of "Alabama," If thero wero any,
and thero were. The plans contained
a beautiful drawing of n well, and that
well ,waH Just like the well In tho ex-
terior scrim of tho present play "The
Copperhead." At tho water's' edge
somebody said was it Tom I 'at ten?
that the plans wero excellent, but Mr.

YORK'S LEADING THEATRES SUCCESSES

Thomas would never do tho well. But
ho did rcproduco tho whole thing,
which is one way of accounting for !U
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''SERVICE"
II v HENRI LAVEDAN

PreovUiil by LORD DUNSANY'S

"A NIGHT AT AN INN"
KEATH ON SALE THURSDAY.

reproduction In the present play, where
It Is consecrated by grief and tears
and becomes virtually a shrine.

lOfla WARE'S REASON.

She lias Theories A boat Shake
apeare.

Helen Ware, who Is to essay tho
most exacting feminine rolo In the
entire range of Shakespearian drama

Lady Macbeth In tho Shakespeare
Playhouse production of "Macbeth"
next Friday nt tho Cort Theatre, says
actors want to piny fthakespcaro

Shakespeare's playSi offer tho
highest tests for tho actot's art,

"They exact all tho resources an
actor has," ehe declared the other
morning at rehearsal nt the Cort.
"Emotion! Such a rolo as Lady Mat-let- h

Is more than .an opportunity for
elocutionary feats It searches the
soul. "It asks 'What have you to bring
to this rolo?' And, recalling tho long
lino of famous women of tho stago
who have Illuminated the complex
character of this great woman of
Shakespeare, no serious minded player
can approach the task of presenting
Lady Macbeth anew with any lesser
feeling than reverence.

"But again I must come to the task
sincerely nnd bring what I have to
give that must, In tho naturo of
things (however deeply traditions af
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ERARD'S
"My Four Years in Germany"

You will understand liy we are
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Arranne for ticket Avoid tha
big lino.

KNICKERBOCKER
THEATRE, SSth Street & Oraadway.

'CIV"

fect me), bo different from those things
nf tho mind nnd heart that any other
player has given.

"This Is my actual debut In Shake-spcar- o.

Ohl of course every player
'plays at' Shakespcaro at some tlmo In
his or her career; but my field has
been distinctly In the modern play, and
In creating or playing women of vivid,
emotional force, good women, bad
women, but always roles that. asked of
the actor in me a broad and sympa-
thetic: understanding of the complexi-
ties In woman's nature. The sweet
and slmplo heroine has not licen my
forte but types llko .4nilc Jeffrlet In
Tho Third Degree' or Maril Turner In
'Within tho Law,' women battling
against circumstance with passionate
wills and high courage. Very-- modern
women to be sure, out of y and
New York, the department storo and
tenement, and perhaps the dally drama
In tho morning newspaper.

"But aaldo from tho nobilities In
Shakespeare's lines, tho dignity of
estate, of kings and queens and the
Innate 'supcrwoman' qualities of Lady
Macbeth, I don't know that tho hearts
and natures of women differ much
either In different grades of life or
different centuries 6f history.

"I find tho lines of Lady Macbeth
very much allvo and In 'tho modern
spirit' as tho Shakcspearo Playhouse
defines It. I think every player who
plays Lady Macbeth must feel In any
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"THE MOST ABSORBING ANLi
SIGNIFICANT, AND ONE OF THE
BFST ACTED PIAYS OF THE
CURRENT SEASON. 1
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PRETTIEST CHORUS IN TOWN

IOVAP. TAK TO ALL HAIL

conception of tho character something
of that Indomitable vitality that Shake-ipear- o

has endowed her with. And all
of this explains why I want to play
Shakespeare It Is tho finest exercise
of tho art of acting. ShakcspcaVo, too,
with a cast of this quality is an In-

spiration!"
Helen Ware lids been leading woman'

for Otis Skinner, for Robert Edcsoa
and Arnold Daly, and haa had !ier
share of tho poetic drama In several
notable productions, has written and
lectured on tho stage. She was first
starrod in "Tho Third Degreo" nnd haa
appeared more recently In tho all ataf
casts of Lew Flclds's "Bosom Friends''
and "A. Celebrated Case," at the Em-
pire Theatre.

AND

Winifred Allen, wlitf has become
famous as Mrs.. Lawrence B. Sperry,
herolno of an aerial honeymoon, ap-
peared In several scenes In "Woman
and tho Law," h, forthcoming William
Fox fll n production. When Director
R. A. Walsh left New York with his
compan. South America' Is tho scene
of tho pleture Miss Allen was "among
thoso present." '

Ono day aim forsoolc cast and earner
without warning. J'or week there
was no hint of her whereabouts. The
players wore surprised ns much, as the
public when they rend thut Miss Allen
had sped through tho clouds at two
and a half mites a minute.
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A Play by
Eugent Walttr end
H. Crownln Wlhon

with
CHARLOTTE WALKER

LEWIS STONl
JOBYSA HOWL AS D

RALPH KELLARl
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3 SHAKESPEAREAN MATINEES
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Miss TayloY
anil ilktluguNtiMl ptayrra In ccnn from

"The Merchant of Venice,"
"Romeo and Juliet" and
"The Taming of the Shrew"
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"LOVE'S
LIGHTNING"

A Conuily bv A1H PATTERSON &,
KilllERT EOr.SON

A Play of Human Interest!
Will Appeal to E cryone!

3 Weeks nrirlnnlnn
MONDAY APRIL 15TH
SEATS U.L IIH'IIMAT

7

Ulcoti
( Direction otroban A Harrit)

LI "Once Upon
In

a Time"
K Slnrv In I I'linplrra
by Rnrbel C'rollieri.
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